FINANCES:

Last Week

To Date

$5,673.00

$141,504.00

Budgetary Offerings:
Sunday School:

Church of the Lutheran Confession
12145 W. Edgerton Avenue
Hales Corners, Wisconsin 53130
414-427-9337
http://www.messiahhalescorners.com
Michael Eichstadt, Pastor
Phone: 414-427-9303
Ted Quade, Principal
Phone: 262-522-9824
Amy Mielke, Teacher
Phone: 414-587-5553

December 17, 2017

$9.95

Budgetary Needs:

$6,314.00

$151,536.00

Over/(Under) Budget:

($641.00)

($10,032.00)

Missions:

$25.00

$1,370.00

MDF:

$188.00

$1,429.00

ILC Building Fund:

$25.00

$430.00

CDSIF:

$10.00

$780.00

Kinship:

$165.00

$3,255.00

Attendance last Sunday: 68,74.
Advent : 52

Advent 3

Welcome to our visitors! We appreciate your joining our worship family this morning, and we invite you
to sign our guest book. If you would like more information about our church, please contact the pastor
at 414-427-9337.

Sunday family worship: 8:00 and 10:45 A.M.
Choir: 9:10. Sunday school: 9:30. Adult Bible class: 9:45 A.M.

Today's Worship

Church Cleaning: Dec 23-29.
Church: J. Gerbitz, D. Mueller, Davis.
School: T/M/N/B/N/C Blue.
December Ushers: S. Lisak, J. Lisak.
2nd: M. Rentas, M. Cutler.
Advent (20th): D. Albrecht, J. Mueller.
Christmas Eve: J. Arndt, J. Albrecht.
Christmas Day: J. Serba, M. Weibye.
New Year’s Eve: J. Lisak, S. Lisak.

“Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do,
do it all for the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31).
Daily Bible Readings: Su: 3 John. M: Deut 29-31. Tu: Esther 1-5. W: Ps 146-148.

Greeting and prayer:
Hymn 66 (red hymnal): Hark the Glad Sound!
Invocation:
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Th: Song 5-6. F: Rev. 12-17. Sa: Acts 25-26.

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia Publishing
House, License #000013843, Onelicense.net, #A-720270, or Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish,
Series B, Part 1 © 2017 CPH. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated,
Scriptures quoted are from the New King James Version® of the Holy Bible, ©1982 by Thomas
Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran
Service Book. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006
Concordia Publishing House.
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Announcements

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Christmas Eve lunch
Lunch will be provided for the children and adults involved in the
Christmas Eve program after second service on Dec. 24. A food list is
posted on the cupboard doors. Please note that this is only for the children
and adults in the program.

Last chance!
One way by which we praise God and express our thanks for the gift of
His Son is through our gifts of love to others. With that in mind we would
like to gather a gift for the 12 professors who serve our church body at
Immanuel Lutheran High School, College, and Seminary in Eau Claire.
Monetary gifts may be placed in the designated box in the hall. Make
checks out to “Messiah.”

CLC news
Pastor Nathan Pfeiffer of Spokane, WA has returned the call to Immanuel,
Mankato, MN.

Looking
Ahead⁄
DWednesday:

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

7:00 P.M: Advent service.

DSaturday:
9:00 A.M: Adult information.

DNext Sunday:
8:00 and 10:45 A.M: Family
worship.
9:30 A.M: Christmas Eve
rehearsal.
9:45 A.M: Adult Bible class in the
activity room.
6:00 P.M: Christmas Eve service.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Introit: Ps. 136:23–26

DDecember 25th:
10:30 A.M: Christmas Day Song
Service.

DDecember 28th:
11:00 A.M: Arbor View Bible
class.
6:30 P.M: Bd. of Education.

Kyrie

Advent Worship
Wednesday 7 p.m.
Moving Toward
the Manger...
Looking for an Abiding City
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Receive our offerings. Bless their use in the teaching, preaching, and spreading of the
news of the Word-Made-Flesh.

Gloria in Excelsis

In these days before Christmas focus our hearts, not on all the outward preparations we
have left to finish, but rather on Your wondrous work carried out so perfectly in the
fullness of time in Bethlehem. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Hymn 704 (Worship Supplement): Oh Lord, How Shall I M eet You
Benediction
P
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

Hymn 92 (red hymnal): Now Sing We, Now Rejoice
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Offering hymn: Savior of the Nations, Come
Savior of the nations, come,
Virgin’s Son, make here Thy home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.

Responsive prayer of the church
Pastor: plain type.
Cong: boldface, underlined type.

Dear Lord God, heavenly Father: We praise You for Your divine mercy which caused You
to take pity upon our world and to send Your only-begotten Son to save us from
eternal death in hell. That gospel news gives us lasting joy which nothing can
overshadow or take from us. Through daily reading, hearing, and study of Your
holy Word, increase our joy as we anticipate celebrating Jesus’ birth. By the Spirit’s
indwelling may we rejoice in being Your children and heirs of heaven clothed in
Jesus’ righteousness.
May the world not distract or discourage us from praying without ceasing and giving
thanks no matter what the circumstances. When we face difficulties, hardships, or
sickness, reassure us that in these things, too, Your love is at work for our
blessing. We thank You for the care and healing You have provided our brother in
Christ Angelo Rentas. Thank You for preserving his vision and allowing him to resume
his daily activities. Please preserve him from any reoccurrences.
You have promised, “Ask and it will be given to you.” You have invited us to come
boldly with all our requests in Jesus’ name. Therefore we also pray in behalf of
our fellow believer Gail Mackensen who will undergo breast cancer surgery on Friday.
Lord Jesus, You lived here on earth and so You know firsthand the burdens and
fears we experience. You are our loving High Priest who sympathizes with us and
understands what we face. You even laid down Your life in our behalf. We ask Your
comfort for our loved one. In anxious moments speak Your calming word: “Fear
not, for I have redeemed you, you are mine. I will never leave you or forsake you.”

Lighting of Advent candle:
We light the Advent candle
And sing with cheerful heart.
With joy, we spread the message
That God would us impart.
Our joy is never ending;
The Son to us is sending.
We wait with growing light
Till God makes all things right!

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P

The Lord be with you.

P
Let us pray:
O Lord, You lead us to see and believe in Jesus, the light of the world. Grant that we rejoice
always in the new life that is ours; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Even in death, Lord, You do not abandon Your own, and so we pray in behalf of Bill
Beck who, after a stroke, is nearing the end of his earthly journey. May he trust in Jesus
alone as His Savior and so be ready and confident to stand before Your judgment
throne.

7

4

Old Testament lesson:

Isaiah 61:1-3, 10-11

Hymn: 75 (red hymnal) Ye Sons of M en, Oh, Hearken

Centuries before His birth, Jesus announced good news to sinners, news He Himself would
make reality.
P

Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it. Hallelujah!

Sermon: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Rejoice Like You Mean It!
I. The do’s.
II. The don’ts
III. The done.

Gospel lesson:
P

The Gospel lesson is recorded in John 1:6-8, 19-28.

Offertory

There is only one Light of the world who brings life to those dead in sin.

P

This is the Word of the Lord.

Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
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